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The Proofreader in Spring
by Charles Raf ferty
He knows the misery of the misplaced 
modifier, the reckless proliferation 
of the comma. Outside, the world 
is igniting itself with the loosening 
mud of meadows, the unruliness of creeks 
overspreading their reedy banks.
The idea of spring approaches 
with a hint of something seismic, 
until it reaches the twenty-third floor 
to ripple his morning coffee.
He hears the explosion of trillium and sorrel 
far beneath the riffled pages of dictionaries, 
the buzzing of electric light.
Cubicled away from any window, 
he knows the shadows of his office 
never move, that anything needing 
to be corrected is not worth being 
enraptured by. He believes that everywhere 
he is not— whether forest or field 
or suburb full of flower pots— 
is going off like fireworks.
Only more slowly, and with a beauty
that lasts as long as it should
in a world that was made for loving.
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